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(57) ABSTRACT

Method for quantitatively assessing connectivity for well
pairs at varying frequencies. A time series of measurements
(12) is chosen for each of the two wells such that the particular
measurements will be sensitive to subsurface connectivity if
it exists (11). The two time series may then be pre-processed
by resampling to time intervals commensurate with response
time between the two wells (13), detrending the measure-
ments (14), and detecting and eliminating spiking noises (15).
Then the time series are transformed to the frequency domain
where coherence and phase between the two series are com-
pared for varying frequencies (16). This comparisonis used to
make a determination of connectivity.
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METHOD FOR QUANTITATIVELY
ASSESSING CONNECTIVITY FOR WELL
PAIRS AT VARYING FREQUENCIES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is the National Stage entry under 35
U.S.C. 371 of PCT/US2010/040761, that published as WO
2011/049648 and was filed on 1 Jul. 2010, which claims the
benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/253,342, filed
on 20 Oct. 2009, each of which is incorporated herein by
reference, in its entirety, for all purposes.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to the field of hydrocarbon
prospecting and production, and more particularly to a
method for quantitatively assessing connectivity for well
pairs at varying frequencies.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This section is intended to introduce various aspects of the
art, which may be associated with embodiments of the dis-
closed techniques. This discussion is believed to assist in
providing a framework to facilitate a better understanding of
particular aspects of the disclosed techniques. Accordingly, it
should be understood that this section should be read in this
light, and not necessarily as admissions of prior art.

Downhole instrumentation in oil and gas wells continues to
evolve, with more diverse measurement capabilities being
installed in an ever-increasing number of fields. Permanent
downhole monitoring (PDM) gauges, measuring pressure
and temperature, provide nearly instantaneous signals from
the subsurface reservoir. The oil and gas industry have started
to collect immense quantities of downhole information, used
primarily for reservoir surveillance. This same information
provides valuable information about the internal “connectiv-
ity” of the reservoir, that is, the ease with which fluids com-
municate through complex compartments and pathways to
reach the borehole. However, interpreting the connectivity
signal and separating it from white noise, man-made artifacts,
and equipment issues remains challenging. In addition,
simple qualitative, often visual, comparisons between pro-
ducing wells and injector-producer pairs are inadequate to
properly characterize the intricate, multi-tiered connectivity
inherent to both sandstone and carbonate reservoirs.

The simplest method, and what is commonly done, to
determine inter-well connectivity from permanent downhole
pressure data is to plot or visually overlay the pressures from
different wells versus time and look for dependent pressure
behavior. For example, if one well is shut-in, yet the buildup
pressures in this well are declining while another well is on
production, it may be inferred the wells are in hydraulic
communication and thus connected. If the visual technique
does not work, the next option is to build a reservoir model
and history match individual well bottom hole pressures. The
objective is to see if connectivity between wells has to be
present for a valid history match, and to estimate the degree of
connectivity.

While simple in theory, the visual comparison technique is
often difficult to apply in practice because the bottom hole
pressures may be affected by many other transient factors
such as rate changes and communication from more than one
well. Visual inspection may not be able to isolate the subtle or
independent impact of another well’s production or injection

15

20

30

40

45

2

on the permanent downhole pressure record. The history
matching technique is time consuming and non-unique.

There is a need for a fast and reliable technique to deter-
mine inter-well connectivity from permanent bottom hole
pressure data. Wells with permanent down hole gauges are
now common (Chorneyko, 2006). The volume of data (up to
1 pressure reading per second being recorded) and the amount
of time required for processing (filter, de-noise, and com-
press) and analysis are factors that limit use of the data. Early
and accurate diagnoses of reservoir connectivity will improve
the quality and predictability of full-field simulations. The
present inventive method fulfills this need and deals with the
complicating factors at work.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a method is disclosed for quantita-
tively assessing connectivity between two wells in a subsur-
face region for the purpose of planning or managing produc-
tion of hydrocarbons from the subsurface region, comprising
comparing spectral content of a time series of measurements
from one well to spectral content of a time series of measure-
ments from the other well.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Disclosed aspects and their advantages will be better
understood by referring to the following detailed description
and the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of basic steps for analysis of connec-
tivity between two wells;

FIG. 2 is aplotofan injection well pressure in gray (dashed
line) and production well pump intake pressure (PIP) (solid
line) in black, where pressures are normalized and zero
meaned with a new standard deviation;

FIG. 3 is a plot of an injection well pressure (dashed line)
and production well PIP in black after spurious spike noises
are removed from the pressure records;

FIG. 4 is a plot of spike noises removed from the injection
pressures in FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a plot of spike noises removed from production
well pump intake pressures in FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a map of a subsurface field with three fault
compartments;

FIG. 7 compares charts of daily injection rate at well C-20
and bottom hole pressures at wells C-04 and C-06;

FIG. 8 is a plot of coherence spectrum (upper chart) and
phase spectrum (lower chart) for two time series of well C-20
injection rates and well C-04 bottomhole pressures; and

FIG. 9 is a plot of coherence spectrum (upper chart) and
phase spectrum (lower chart) for two time series of well C-20
injection rates and well C-06 bottomhole pressures.

Example embodiments will now be described. To the
extent that the following is specific to a particular embodi-
ment or a particular use, this is intended to be illustrative only,
and is not to be construed as limiting the scope of the inven-
tion. On the contrary, it is intended to cover all alternatives,
modifications and equivalents that may be included within the
scope of the invention, as defined by the appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

At the outset, and for ease of reference, certain terms used
and their meanings as used in this context are set forth. To the
extent a term used herein is not defined below, it should be
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given the broadest definition persons in the pertinent art have
given that term as reflected in at least one printed publication
or issued patent.

Asused herein, the term “connectivity” refers to a measure
of the hydraulic communication (or lack thereof) between
points within a geologic zone. Connectivity is closely related
to the reservoir internal geometry and is commonly a primary
factor controlling hydrocarbon production efficiency and ulti-
mate recovery.

The term “time series” means measurements of some
physical parameter as a function of discrete time, i.e. at some
pre-determined sampling time intervals. Analysis of a single
time series is made using standard published methods for
decomposing the data into a spectrum of cycles of different
lengths (see, for example, Cooley and Tukey, 1965). Coher-
ence and phase spectral analysis, referred to herein as “cross-
spectral analysis,” involves comparing decomposed cycles in
two time series.

Some portions of the detailed description that follow are
presented in terms of procedures, steps, logic blocks, process-
ing and other symbolic representations of operations on data
bits within a computer memory. These descriptions and rep-
resentations are the means used by those skilled in the data
processing arts to most effectively convey the substance of
their work to others skilled in the art. A procedure, step, logic
block, process, or the like, is conceived and understood herein
to be a self-consistent sequence of steps or instructions lead-
ing to a desired result. The steps are those requiring physical
manipulations of physical quantities. Usually, although not
necessarily, these quantities take the form of electrical or
magnetic signals capable of being stored, transferred, com-
bined, compared, and otherwise manipulated in a computer
system.

While for purposes of simplicity of explanation, the illus-
trated methodologies are shown and described as a series of
blocks, it is to be appreciated that the methodologies are not
limited by the order ofthe blocks, as some blocks can occur in
different orders and/or concurrently with other blocks from
that shown and described. Moreover, less than all the illus-
trated blocks may be required to implement an example meth-
odology. Blocks may be combined or separated into multiple
components. Furthermore, additional and/or alternative
methodologies can employ additional, not illustrated blocks.
While the figures illustrate various serially occurring actions,
various actions could occur concurrently, substantially in par-
allel, and/or at substantially different points in time.

There have been isolated examples of transformation of
dynamic reservoir engineering information into the fre-
quency domain. Bradley and Allen (1968) used Fourier trans-
forms to process surface pressures in two observation wells
that were part of a traditional pulse testing program. Jansen
and Kelkar (1987) showed how the wavelet transformation
can decompose production rate data into a frequency compo-
nent that can be used for analysis of inter-well relationships.
Unlike Fourier transforms, the wavelet functions do not have
infinite duration and they allow users to divide a complicated
signal into several components and process the components
individually. Hollaender, Hammond, and Gringarten (2002)
looked at the practical aspects of using periodic rate varia-
tions for testing oil wells. Harmonic well testing has many
desirable characteristics but it requires much longer testing
sequences than conventional testing for the same informa-
tion. Olsen and Nordtvedt (2005) applied automated wavelet
techniques for filtering and compressing real-time pressure
data. Signal processing techniques have been applied to pro-
cess pressure data from permanent downhole gauges in indi-
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4

vidual wells. None of these applications involve permanent
downhole gauges and rates in multiple wells, as is discussed
herein.

In one aspect, cross-spectral analysis is used to provide a
way to compare multiple time series in order to deduce link-
ages. The cross-spectral analysis is used to investigate simi-
larity, or coherence, between two time series at varying fre-
quency. For example, Snedden et al. (1988) disclose
collecting real time data of wind, tides, waves, and currents
and using cross-spectral analysis in order to understand the
forcing mechanisms on continental shelves and the deep
ocean. Indications of similarity or dissimilarity between well
pairs’ pressure histories are used to infer subsurface connec-
tivity between the two wells. PDM data may readily be col-
lected on a nearly continuous basis, and these accumulated
metrics form one or more time series datasets, e.g. a single
well or multiple wells.

According to the disclosed techniques, pairs of wells can
be screened for hydraulic connectivity. The flow chart of FIG.
1 shows basic steps of an example embodiment. At step 11,
appropriate time series from two wells are chosen. Care
should be taken to select two monitor signals that can be
potentially linked only by subsurface reservoir communica-
tion. For example, if two wells are commingled into the same
production entity, they will show coherence because they are
connected at the surface facilities. If the reservoir is multi-
layered and completed in many layers, the determination of
connectivity from coherence spectrum may be difficult
because not all layers may be in communication. Permanent
downhole monitoring (PDM) gauges generally provide
downhole temperature and pressure measurements. (Record-
ing readings at time intervals from such gauges is an example
of step 12.) These devices are “permanent” in the sense that
they are maintained for the life of the borehole and are dif-
ferent than temporary tools measuring pressure, etc. in the
subsurface for short spans of time (e.g. Repeat Formation
Testers, Modular Dynamic Testers, etc.) prior to well comple-
tion. Typical measurements from PDM’s are in digital form
and the sampling intervals are in the order of seconds. Since
the response time (i.e. the delayed effect) between two wells
would typically be on the order of tens of minutes or hours,
both time series preferably are re-sampled at larger time
intervals (step 13). Then, one or more of several other pre-
processing techniques may optionally be used to make the
two time series more suitable for a cross-spectral coherence
analysis. These can include steps such as detrending and
normalizing the two time series (step 14), eliminating buildup
sequences, eliminating spurious spikes (step 15), and apply-
ing low-pass/band-pass filters. Spurious spike elimination is
explained below, and the other pre-processing techniques are
well known to practitioners in the technical field. At step 16,
coherence and phase spectra between two time series are
computed and analyzed to evaluate fluid connectivity
between two wells. Alternatively or additionally, at step 17
coherence may be determined or estimated by plotting the
two time series and performing a visual inspection for coher-
ence. Further details of some of the method steps follow next.

Choice of Two Time Series (Step 11):

Different types of data suitable for reservoir connectivity
analysis when displayed in time sequence form include
downhole pressure, flow rate, and injection rate at injection
wells and production wells. One can use downhole pressure
and flow rate from one well to test the effectiveness of the
cross spectral analysis and preprocessing steps. Or, one can
use downhole pressure or flow rate in one well and injection
rate in another well to evaluate the connectivity. Yet, another
example is to apply shut-in’s (periods when a well is not
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flowing) in one well and compare flow rates and/or downhole
pressure changes on the other wells. Whatever the choice of
the time series from the two wells, the final analysis (step 16)
of the hydraulic connectivity should preferably include
known reservoir configuration, possible effect of other wells
in the vicinity, effect of surface equipment, and other man-
made ambient noises that might be still present in the two time
series. This is because existence of coherence in the cross-
spectral analysis does not necessarily mean hydraulic con-
nectivity.

Sampling Intervals and Method of Resampling the Various
Time Series (Step 13):

Typical measurements obtained from PDM are in digital
form and the sampling intervals are on the order of seconds.
From the viewpoint of determining internal connectivity of a
reservoir, a pressure or a flow rate change in an injection well
would affect a bottom-hole pressure at a production well in
time scales of hours and days instead of seconds, i.e. the effect
would be delayed by that much time. Therefore, raw mea-
sured pressure data should be preprocessed and re-sampled at
a coarser and regular sampling interval before being sub-
jected to a cross spectrum analysis. Based on the observation
that an injection pressure has a cumulative effect on produc-
tion wells, one aspect of the present techniques uses average
injection pressures at sampling intervals as injection pres-
sures at the sampling times. Compared to this strategy, a
normal re-sampling method would compute pressures at des-
ignated sampling times by interpolating the closest two mea-
sured pressures. Re-sampling pressure data or flow rate data
using a sampling rate in the range of 20 minutes to a few hours
may give good results for determining connectivity between
wells. The sampling interval can be as large as 24 hours. This
data reduction of two to three orders of magnitude can make
the computation time as well as the storage of pressure data
more manageable.

Detrending and Normalizing Two Time Series (Step 14):

Even though the cross spectral analysis technique does not
require two time series to be stationary, it is recommended to
detrend the two signals. To do this, a linear trend for each time
series is estimated and the estimated linear trend is eliminated
from each time series. Even though normalization is not
required for an accurate cross spectral analysis, each time
series is preferably normalized, for example by dividing each
time series by its standard deviation. Such normalization is
may assist in allow proper visual inspection of the two time
series.

Spiking Noise Reduction by Using a Nonlinear Filter (Step
15):

Injection rates and/or bottom-hole pressures are routinely
corrupted by non-geologic and artificial, (e.g. man-made or
facility-related) spurious noises. One of the most disturbing
types of noises is a spike noise as shown in FIG. 2, where the
amplitudes of the spike noises in injection pressure (dashed
line) and pump intake pressure (solid line) are so large that
variations in pressure are hard to observe. In one aspect, a
nonlinear filter is used to detect and eliminate these spike
noises. This nonlinear filter is of length 2N+1, where N is an
integer. For a single time series p(i), i=0 to M, this nonlinear
filter computes a median value m(i) of p(i), where the median
filter window length is 2N+1. If the magnitude of the differ-
ence between m(i) and p(i) is greater than a predetermined
threshold value, p(i) is considered a spurious spike and p(i) is
replaced by m(i). Otherwise, p(i) is not considered to be a
spike and keeps its value. FIG. 3 shows the injection pressure
(dashed line) and the pump intake pressure (solid line) when
all the spurious spikes are removed by using this nonlinear
filter. FIGS. 4 and 5 show identified and removed spikes from
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injection pressure and pump intake pressure respectively.
Other preprocessing steps may be developed to further
improve the reservoir connectivity analysis capability
afforded by the disclosed cross spectral analysis method.
Cross Spectrum Analysis (Step 16)

Cross spectral analysis may be used to determine relation-
ships between two time series as a function of frequency.
Given a two time series X,~(X,;,X,,)7, with a covariance
matrix I'th)=E(X,,, X, ), for i, j=1, 2, and h is a time delay,
then the spectral density matrix is defined as follows:

1 & .
SO0 = 5= 37 The™ = ((su (. su ), (s1z(h). s22(0))

h=—oc0

where S,; (W)=S,,* (W), and S,, (W) is a cross spectrum:

1 & A
s12(w) = o Z Epap1¥2)e ™

h=—oco

The cross spectrum can be separated into amplitude spectrum
and phase spectrum:

515(W)=4(w)e' ™, with ®(w)e(-m,x)

The coherence is defined as:

Kow) = ls2(w)|

=———  — withO=<sK=x1l
s

This coherence measures the linear relation between the
two time series X,~(x,,,X,,)” at frequency w. Direct calcula-
tion from the preceding definitions of autocorrelation and
cross-correlation of the two series is not practical, but a stan-
dard method for estimating the coherence spectrum K(w) and
phase spectrum ®(w) from two time series X,~(x,,,X,,)” may
be used. Alternatively, any other method for estimating a
coherence and phase spectrum may be used.

Example coherence and phase spectra are shown in FIG. 8.
In a coherence spectrum plot, the strength of the coherency
between two time series, values from O to 1.0, is plotted for a
normalized frequency range of 0.0 to 0.5: A normalized fre-
quency has units of cycles per second. Therefore, the coher-
ency spectrum shows the coherency between two time series
at different frequencies. Compared to this coherency spec-
trum, a correlation coefficient of two time series could be
considered as an “average” coherency between two time
series at all frequencies. The coherency plot in FIG. 8 indi-
cates that the two time series of an injector well C-20 injection
rate and bottom hole pressures in a producer well C-04 have
relatively high coherence at low frequency range (between
normalized frequency of 0.025 and 0.075) since the coher-
ency values in this range of normalized frequency is high, i.e.
greater than 0.5. There have been previous attempts at con-
verting a single time series of dynamic reservoir information
into frequency domain (Fourier transformation) or scale
space domain (Wavelet transform). However, none of them
attempted to compute and view correlations between two
time series at different frequencies or in different scale space.

Example

In some of its embodiments, the disclosed method involves
examination of coherence spectra between a time series of a
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rate signal (either production or injection) in one well and a
time series of pressures from a permanent downhole gauge in
another well. If the rate and pressure signals show coherence,
they are considered to be hydraulically connected, absent any
indications to the contrary from other available information.
An example connectivity analysis was conducted for two
pairs of injection and production wells that were located in
three fault blocks of a producing field as shown in FIG. 6.

The degree of reservoir connectivity between the field pro-
ducer wells C-04 and C-06 was unknown. Injector well C-20
was injecting water into the same fault block as well C-04.
The question is whether producer well C-06 is connected to
the injection well C-20 even though it is located in another
fault block: fault block 2. FIG. 7 shows the daily injection rate
at well C-20 and bottom hole pressures at wells C-04 and
C-06. Coherence spectra were examined for two pairs of data:
1. injection rate for C-20 and the bottomhole pressure for
C-04, and
2. injection rate for C-20 and the bottomhole pressure for
C-06.

Injection and/or bottom-hole pressures are routinely cor-
rupted by non-geologic and man-made or facility-related spu-
rious noises such as choke changes at production wells and
malfunction or deterioration of pumping capacities, etc. One
type of discontinuity in the correlation between injector and
producer is a buildup or shut-in of production at the producer.
A step in the initial data processing used in this example is to
screen out all buildup pressures at the producing wells. The
results of the cross spectral analysis for the producing field
example is shown below in the coherence (upper graph) and
phase (lower graph spectra of FIG. 8 (data pair 1) and FIG. 9
(data pair 2). Well C-04 (FIG. 8) shows significant coherence
(up to 0.8) with the C-20 injection rates compared to (FIG. 9)
well C-06 (up to 0.3), especially at normalized frequencies
less than 0.2 cycles/sample. Sloping line 81 in the phase
spectrum of FIG. 8 is a running mean average of the phase
spectrum over that part of the normalized frequency range.
The zero phase line is shown in both FIGS. 8 and 9. Zero
phase means that neither time series is leading or lagging the
other.

The connectivity information derived using the disclosed
methodologies and techniques may be outputted to a printout
or display and/or may be used to perform a variety of hydro-
carbon management activities, such as hydrocarbon extrac-
tion, hydrocarbon production, hydrocarbon exploration,
identifying potential hydrocarbon resources, identifying well
locations, determining well injection and/or extraction rates,
identifying reservoir connectivity, acquiring, disposing of
and/or abandoning hydrocarbon resources, reviewing prior
hydrocarbon management decisions, and any other hydrocar-
bon-related acts or activities.

The foregoing is directed to particular embodiments of the
disclosed aspects for the purpose of illustration. It will be
apparent, however, to one skilled in the art, that many modi-
fications and variations to the embodiments described herein
are possible. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be within the scope of the present invention, as
defined in the appended claims. Persons skilled in the art will
also readily recognize that in preferred embodiments at least
some of the steps in the present inventive method are per-
formed on a computer, i.e. the invention is computer imple-
mented.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A method for quantitatively assessing connectivity
between two wells in a subsurface region for the purpose of
planning or managing production of hydrocarbons from the
subsurface region, comprising:

obtaining for each of at least two wells a time series of

measurements characterizing a physical or operating

condition of the well as a function of discrete time from

a downhole monitoring gauge disposed within the well;

resampling each of the time series of measurements at a

different time interval;

comparing, in a computer system, spectral content of a first

time series of measurements from a first well of at least
two wells to spectral content of a second time series of
measurements from a second well of at least two wells,
wherein said comparison between wells of spectral con-
tent of time series of measurements comprises:

(a) obtaining for each of the wells the time series of
measurements characterizing the physical or operat-
ing condition of the well, said physical or operating
condition being selected to show coherence between
the two wells only if the wells are hydraulically con-
nected through the subsurface region;

(b) estimating either cross-spectral coherence or both
cross-spectral coherence and phase of the two time
series, wherein coherence or phase is estimated by a
mathematical computation of cross-spectral coher-
ence or phase, yielding numerical values of coherence
or phase at varying frequencies; and

(c) quantitatively assessing connectivity between the
two wells using the estimated coherence or the esti-
mated coherence and phase; and

based on the comparison, determining connectivity

between the at least two wells; and

based on the connectivity determination, managing pro-

duction of hydrocarbons from the subsurface region

using the well connectivity assessment.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising resampling
the two time series with sampling intervals based on esti-
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mated response time between the two wells, and using the two
resampled time series in the estimating of coherence or phase.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising detrending
and normalizing the two time series before the estimating of
coherence or phase.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising detecting and
deleting spiking noises in the two time series of measure-
ments before the estimating of coherence or phase.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the physical condition of
the well is pressure or temperature.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the operating condition
of the well is injection rate, production rate, or flow rate.

7. The method of claim 2, wherein the resampling com-
prises determining new sampling time intervals, said new
intervals being longer than time intervals in the two time
series of measurements, and the measurements are sampled
using an average of values in a sampling interval.

8. The method of claim 4, wherein detecting and deleting
spiking noises in the time series of measurements comprises
applying a time window to the series, said time window
containing a plurality of time intervals and associated mea-
surement values of the series, including a central measure-
ment value located at the window’s middle, then computing a
median value of the measurements within the window and
replacing the central measurement value by the median value
if the difference between the median value and the central
measurement value exceeds a pre-determined threshold
value.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the window includes
2N+1 time intervals of the measurement series, where N is an
integer.

10. A method for quantitatively assessing connectivity
between two wells in a subsurface region for the purpose of
planning or managing production of hydrocarbons from the
subsurface region, comprising:

(a) obtaining for each of the two wells from a downhole
monitoring gauge disposed within the well a time series
of measurements characterizing a physical or operating
condition of the well as a function of discrete time, said
physical or operating conditions being selected to show
coherence between the two wells only if the wells are
hydraulically connected through the subsurface region;

(b) pre-processing the two time series of measurements by
performing one or more of:
resampling the two time series with sampling intervals

based on estimated response time between the two
wells;
detrending and normalizing the two time series; and
detecting and deleting spiking noises in the two time
series of measurements;

(c) estimating either coherence, or both coherence and
phase, between the two pre-processed time series,
wherein coherence or phase is estimated by a math-
ematical computation of cross-spectral coherence or
phase, yielding numerical values of coherence or phase
at varying frequencies;

(d) assessing connectivity, with a computer system,
between the two wells using the estimated coherence or
using both the estimated coherence and phase; and

(e) managing production of hydrocarbons from the subsur-
face region using the well connectivity assessment.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein coherence is esti-
mated by plotting the two time series and performing a visual
inspection.

12. A method for quantitatively assessing connectivity
between two wells in a subsurface region for the purpose of
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planning or managing production of hydrocarbons from the
subsurface region, comprising:

obtaining for each of at least two wells a time series of

measurements characterizing a physical or operating

condition of the well as a function of discrete time from

a downhole monitoring gauge disposed within the well;

resampling each of the time series of measurements at a

different time interval;

comparing, in a computer system, spectral content of a first

time series of measurements from a first well of at least
two wells to spectral content of a second time series of
measurements from a second well of at least two wells,
wherein said comparison between wells of spectral con-
tent of time series of measurements comprises:

(a) obtaining for each of the wells the time series of
measurements characterizing the physical or operat-
ing condition of the well, said physical or operating
condition being selected to show coherence between
the two wells only if the wells are hydraulically con-
nected through the subsurface region;

(b) estimating either cross-spectral coherence or both
cross-spectral coherence and phase of the two time
series, wherein estimating cross-spectral coherence
and phase of the two time series comprises transform-
ing autocorrelation and cross-correlation of the two
time series to frequency domain, then from that, deter-
mining coherence and phase of the two series at a
plurality of frequencies to produce a coherence spec-
trum and a phase spectrum; and

(c) quantitatively assessing connectivity between the
two wells using the estimated coherence or the esti-
mated coherence and phase; and

based on the comparison, determining connectivity

between the at least two wells; and

based on the connectivity determination, managing pro-

duction of hydrocarbons from the subsurface region

using the well connectivity assessment.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising resampling
the two time series with sampling intervals based on esti-
mated response time between the two wells, and using the two
resampled time series in the estimating of coherence or phase.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising detrending
and normalizing the two time series before the estimating of
coherence or phase.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising detecting
and deleting spiking noises in the two time series of measure-
ments before the estimating of coherence or phase.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the physical condition
of'the well is pressure or temperature.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the operating condi-
tion of the well is injection rate, production rate, or flow rate.

18. The method of claim 13, wherein the resampling com-
prises determining new sampling time intervals, said new
intervals being longer than time intervals in the two time
series of measurements, and the measurements are sampled
using an average of values in a sampling interval.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein detecting and deleting
spiking noises in the time series of measurements comprises
applying a time window to the series, said time window
containing a plurality of time intervals and associated mea-
surement values of the series, including a central measure-
ment value located at the window’s middle, then computing a
median value of the measurements within the window and
replacing the central measurement value by the median value
if the difference between the median value and the central
measurement value exceeds a pre-determined threshold
value.



US 9,169,726 B2
11

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the window includes
2N+1 time intervals of the measurement series, where N is an
integer.
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